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XX. The Defeription of a Fith, fhewed to the
Royal Socicty 4y Mr. Ralph Bigland, o7
March 22, 1740-50: Drawn wup by
C. Mortimer, M. D. Secret. R. S,

Read July s,FF™:IIS Fith is {imooth-skinn’d, has

1750 J  no Scales, nor Tecth: It has onc
creét Fin on its Dack, which arifes below its Neck,
and ruus wihin a litic of its Taile  GOn cach Sids
about the Middle, between its Back and Belly, be-
hind the Gills is a Fin : From the Bottom and Mid-
dlc of its Belly, a little forward of the Vent, arifc a
Pair of Fins: From bchind the Vent runs onc Fin,
within a little of the Tail: The Tail-Fin is large
and forked.  Its Eyes are large; the Irides are f{car-
Iet, encompafled with a Circle of a gold Colour
veraed with fearler,  Its Noftils are placed above its
Eycs. The Back, and upper Part of the Body quitc
to the Tail, was of adark blue, or violet Colour ; thef,
and the Sides of the Body, which were of a bright
green, were all fpeckled with obiong white Spotss
the Chaps werc of a palc red 5 the Nofe, Gulls, and
Belly, were of a filver Colour; and ali the Fins of a
bright fcarler,

Tt was 3 Fect 7 Inches long, and 3 Fect 10 Inches
round in the thickeft Part. It weighed 82 Pounds. Its
Month is {fmall; its Tongue was thick, almoft like 2
human Tonguc in Shape, but rough, and thick-fet with
Beards or Prickles, which pointed backwards; {o
that any thing might cafily pafs down, but could
not cafily flip back again ; thercfore thefe might ferve
inficad of Tecth for retaining its Prey or Food,  Its
Gills refemble thofe of a Salmon.  Its Body grows
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very taper towatds the Tzil; and, from being com-
prefied to 1o Inches Thicknefs, becomss near the Tail
almoft round, and about 3 lactes thick. The whole
Shape of this Filh mnuch refembies the Sea brzam s but
it differsin Size, being muchlarger, sndin not having
Tecth nor Scales,  The Fin fonding <e@ on the
Back, has fome Aenfes next the Neck, and vfc up
8 Inchess but in the Middle diminithes to 1 Ii ¢h;
and ncar the Tail rifes agzain to abeur 3 Inches,
The Belly-Fin oppofite to this fpreads 3 Taches near
the Tail, and diminithes towards the Vent. The
Tail-Fin is forked, and fprcads 12 Inches,  The Gill-
Fius are 9 Inches long, and 3 wide at their Bafis,
The 2 Belly-Fins were 11 Inches long, and 3 wide
at their Bafis, It fecms to me to be a new Species of
Fith, not yet deferibed by any Author.

The black Prince, and his Coufin, from Anama-
bee on the Coaft of Guinea, and Mr. Creighton,
formerly Governor of Capo Corfo Caftle, upon fceing
this Fi'h immediately knew i, and faid it was com-
mon on that Coaft, and is very good to cat. The
Natives call it Opah, and the Englifh there call it
the King fifp. 1 fhall thercfore retain the Guinea
Name, with thele Chara&eriltics; O pAH Guinienfium
eft pifiis offens, non [quammofus, edentnlus; habens
anicam in dorfo pinnam anterius aculeatam, pone
branchias par pinnarum, in medio ventre par pin-
narum, ad poflicam ventris partem unicam pinnam,
candam forcipatam.

Mr. Bigland fays, that, upon opening of it, all
its Bowcels would have gone into a Quart-Mug; that
the Flefh of the fore Part was firm, and look’d like
Beef, and the hinder Part like fine Veal; that the
Bones werc like thofc of Quadrupeds; particularly
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the Shoulder-blades, which refembled thofe of Sheep.
[Sce an Article in the Scots Magazine for October
1748. printed at Edinburgh in 8vo.] 1In a Letter
to mc, he adds, that probably this was a [Pelagian
or] Ocean Fith, wandring by chance into the Frith
of Forth; and, by the Tide cbbing, being left upon
a confidcrable Shoal, or flat Sand, ncar Leith, was
difcover'd from Land in a State of Diftrefs ; where-
upon fome Fifhermen plunged into the Sca, and
with a Ner furrounded it, and brought it to Shore,

XXI. A Letter from John Burton M. D. to
C. Mortimer M. D. &’ Secr. R. S. concerrn-
ing the Extirpation of an Excrefcence from
the Womb.

S IR,
Read July s W HAVE at laft got a Drawing of an Ex-
1750 crefcence * growing from the Infide of

the Os Tince on the right Side; which I herewith
fend you, (fee Tas. 1. Fig. 6.) along with as fullaad
perfe& an Account of the Cafe as I can.

The Wife of one Chapman, a Whitelmith, at
Selby, ten Miles off, upwards of feven Years ago
lay in of her latt Child, and had a tolerable cafy
Labour: Soon after which, fhe had what the called
the Fluor albus, that continued ever fince, and in-

creafed upon her; infomuch that fhe fags, the has
fometimes

* It 1s exactly the Dimenfions of the Original, which wighed
5 Ounces and a half.  That Part below the pricked Line ap eared
our of thz Vagina ; that above rcach’d frem the Labiz to the Os

Utzeri.
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